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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 07146 251019Z 
ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO EB-08 /021 W 

047521 251021Z /13/15 

R 212249Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7322 

UNCLAS TOKYO 07146 

CORRECTEDCOPY (PARA 3 FIRST TWO LINES) 

PASS COMMERCE FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY WEIL 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, JA, US 

SUBJECT: TRADE FACILITATION COMMITTEE: IKEDA'S OFFER 
OF SHIN SAKURA MARU ("WHITE SHIP") 

REF: TOKYO 6829 


1 . IKEDA RAISED WITH ECMIN APRIL 19 QUESTION OF USG 
REACTION TO WHITE SHIP OFFER. HE STRESSED GREAT 
PUBLIC RELATIONS VALUE OF DEMONSTRATING US DETERMINATION 
TO SELL IN THE PRINCIPAL PORTS OF JAPAN. 


2. WE HAVE NO DETAILS OF POSSIBLE FINANCIAL COSTS 

OF ACCEPTING OFFER AND DO NOT INTEND TO PROBLE LEST WE 
SEEM TO BE SIGNALING MORE INTEREST THAN EXISITS. IF 
WASHINGTON HAS COST DATA, WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT. 

3. WE HOPE THAT IF OFFER REFUSED WE FIND UP-BEAT WAY OF 
DOING SO, STRESSING PERHAPS THAT FLOATING FAIR DOES NOT 
SEEM TO BE EFFECTIVE DEVICE FOR SELLING THE KINDS OF 
CAPITTL GOODS, AS IN OCTOBER MISSIONS, THAT WE SEE 
OFFERING BEST PROSPECTS IN JAPANESE MARKETS. 
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